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The Prince left Holland in January 1567, having
brought things to a certain degree of order by a settle-
ment, most ungrateful to the Eegent, but so far approved
by the States of Holland that they voted him a gift of
50,000 florins—a present which he proudly declined.
At Breda he called together a conference of nobles, who
made a new effort to induce Egmont to join in resisting
the Spanish army. To this Egmont gave an indignant
refusal, answering that he would treat as his enemy any
who failed in their allegiance to their lord. In February
the Prince returned to Antwerp, which was in a state of
acute agitation. There were 40,000 Protestants in the
city, reported the English agent, all ready to die for
their belief. The Eegent was now insisting on the
withdrawal of all concessions, the dismissal of the
preachers, and the restoration everywhere of the Catholic
worship, together with exaction from all officials of the
new oath " to serve the King in all or any commands."
The rumour of this retrograde step drew an angry crowd
of 2000 persons round the abode of the Prince, who could
only pacify them with difficulty. Efforts were made by
Egmont and the loyalist nobles to induce Orange to
accept this new oath and to impose it on all under him.
But he stoutly refused to have anything to do with it,
or even to discuss it with the Eoyalist partisans.
And now broke forth the long-gathering, expected,
inevitable crash of arms, which the Prince had been
striving to avert, yet for which he was practically more
or less responsible. For more than a year he had been
straining every nerve to form an armed confederation to
oppose the King; Louis had been flying about to engage
troops, both horse and foot; Brederode was fortifying

